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world, also means seeing yourself, and therefore as you see
the world, so you see yourself, and this demands much in
labour and sincerity. Hence it is always fatal to have no
Weltanschauung, To have a Weltanschauung means to make
an image of the world and of oneself, to know what the world
is and who I am. Taken literally this would be too much. No
one can know what the world is, and as little also can he know
himself; but cum grano salis, it means the best possible
knowledge—a knowledge that .requires wisdom and the
avoidance of unfounded assumptions, arbitrary assertions,
and didactic opinions. For such knowledge one must seek
the well-founded hypothesis, without forgetting that .all
knowledge is limited and subject to error.
If the image we make of the world did not have a retro-
active effect upon ourselves, we could be content with any
"sort of beautiful or Averting sham. But such self-deception
has its inevitable result,makingusunreal, foolish, and incapable.
Because we are fighting with a false image of the world, we
are overcome by the superior power of reality. Thus experience
teaches us the essential need of possessing a carefully founded
and constructed Weltanschauung. A Weltanschauung is a
hypothesis, not a creed. The world changes its face—tempora
mutantur et nos in illis—for the world can only be grasped
by us as a psychic image in ourselves,, and it is not always
easy to decide, when the image changes, whether the world
or ourselves, or both, have changed. The image of the world
can change at any time, just as our conception of ourselves
can change. Every new discovery, every new thought, can
put a new face on the world. We must be prepared for this,
else we suddenly find ourselves in an antiquated world; a
mere old-fashioned survival of a lower level of consciousness.
Everyone sooner or later gets his dismissal from life, but our
'will to live would postpone this moment as long as possible,
and to this end we must never allow the image of the world
to become rigid. Every new thought must be tested to see
whether or not it adds something to our world-image.

